Results of penetrating keratoplasty in 123 eyes with pseudophakic or aphakic corneal edema.
The clinical records of 123 eyes that received a penetrating keratoplasty for aphakic or pseudophakic corneal edema with a mean follow-up time of 18 months were studied retrospectively. Thirty-five eyes from which an intraocular lens (IOL--85% iris fixated) was removed at the time of keratoplasty were compared with 88 eyes that never had an IOL. The mean interval between initial cataract surgery and penetrating keratoplasty was 28 months for the pseudophakic group from which the IOL was removed and 67 months for the aphakic group without IOL. In both groups, 97% had an anterior vitrectomy. Corneal grafts remained clear in 91% of the previously pseudophakic eyes and in 81% of the aphakic eyes (P less than or equal to 0.05). The final corrected visual acuity was worse in the pseudophakic eyes with IOL removed (16% saw 6/6 to 6/12 while 22% saw worse than 6/60) than in the aphakic eyes (34% saw 6/6 to 6/12 while 7% saw worse than 6/60). Postoperative maculopathy occurred in 43% of eyes from which IOLs were removed and in 22% of aphakic eyes.